Failure in 2007 was all Howard's doing

henjohn

Howardssat
downto
writehis
memofrshe
could have
focusedon

hisachievements, given generous

acknowledgement tohls

colleagues,conceded a few fail-

ures - Including thelossof the
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caused all this catastrophe t is Peter
Costello. John Howard was respons-

observations onthe long-term
policy challenges forthe nation.
Itwould have been the book of
anelder statesman. Hecoul
haveshown aspiritofgeneroslty.
Anditwould have enhanced his
reputation. Butitis not the nature
of the man.

toclatmall the

tble for his own

retirement whichwasall the fault of

... well, you know the story by now.
He couldn'tgo, hesays, In July 2006

because I pushed himtoo hard: he
‘would look as ifhe was running from
me. Hecouldn'tgo In December 2006
because Kevin Rudd was elected
Laborleaderand he wouldlook as If

achievements of the Coalition

Rudd,
He couldn'tgowhen his cabinet
dvised

Hewlll nottake
the
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for
government in November 2007 or
losing theseatof Bennelong,
where he had been the Incum-
bentfor34 years. Hewill not take

from the voters.
George Bush describedhimas a

man of steel. He sent troops Into

combat. Buthe couldn't carry outhis

‘Itis all just a distraction from what | belatedly
realised: Howard was never going to stand aside
for anyone. He never had and he never would.

forwhatthe whole

planned retirement

of Australiaknows- thathe
stayed toolang.
The title ofhis book s destgned
‘This

mighthaverecelveda few taunts
from hisenemies?
He would have recelvedalotmore

Lazarus s not rising. This Lazarus

Onthenightofthe 1998 election,
havingsurvived by awhisker,
Howard sald he would commit
himself*“very genulnely to the
case of true reconciliation”.

VWhen there was agenunespirit
ofgoodwill about Aboriginal recon-
cllfation In 2000 itwould not have
hurttoembrace itand walkacross
the Sydney Harbour Bridge. It didn't
mean you agreed with every
demand every person walking that
daywantedtomake. It would have
shown ageneroslty of spirit.

Now that hehasretired. [t would
nottake much toshow some gener-
osltyabout theachievements of
colleagues viho worked tirelessly
overadecade for thegovernment. A
trueleader canrejolce In the
successof thosearound him. He
doesnotneed todemean their
achlevementsand blame them for
hisown miscalculation.

Andallthese tricky gymnastics
aboutwhether he was orwasn't
goingto go. When s a promise not
apromise?When isa deal nota
deal?Itwasalljusta distraction
from what Ibelatedly realised:
John Howardwas never going to
standastde foranyone. He never
had and he neverwould.

‘Thismight have been the right
thing. accordingtohis family. But
thatwas notthepoint. The point
was whetherhe did the right thing
by those MPswhowould goonto
lose thelrseats In the 2007 elec-
tlon. Some of them have never had
ajobsince. Andmore, the point s
whetherhedid the best thing for
the Liberal Partyand the best

perhaps he neverdid intend tostand thingfor the country?
was terminated bythevotersof ~ down. anyonetoholdhim toa departure just ~ came v seats. Theother It 1 It tobelfeve, as [ do,
Bennelongin 2007. There s nota skerrick dh except life, andat John Alexand at bad

How Howard was goingtolead  eviden term. his. winback theLiberals. ~ GST, ment for the last three years, you
his party tovi T 1d He told He with plans to another career. VP! career wl % s the realise how Important it was for
nothold his ownseatisaquestion tellsusthatifhe had leave In Thehonest truth Isthatwhenthe  ures. You don't vy Liberal Party, mysterl-  theCoalition, In 2007, to do every-
ofgreatmystery. 1994 witnessed time came hewould neverhavebeen  denying them. Anhonestacknowl-  ouslyleaked out of the Howard office.

Now for the first time he “reveals*

because people mighthave thought

ywanted
themto think

undertaking he would only serve one

able tolet go-not voluntarily. The

edgementallows you tofocus onthe

Howard nevermanaged tofind out

term. In 2000

y
when

successes. | Howard's

how

thingitcould torenew ltselfand
extend ltsterm In government.
The fallure to doso wasnotin

butiwas prevented from doingso-

Soslllyus for belleving whathe
ted s to think.

birthday.

out, which
007.
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November pollin 2007, he asked the

Itwas atragicmiscalculation.
n

election
starters. Buttheworst thingabout

that
“meanand tricky". The charge was

fthe natlon or its
people.Icannot take the credit for
that. The principal credit for that

Rudd cabinet totellhim whether he should itwillbea Trivial yourfalluresisthat  principally atme.Butasthe  falluremustgo tothe personwho
and lastly by his own family. ight g0. And 1t did. Buthe rejected that It I was Itbelongs
Solfyou wanttoknow who anddidn'twant  advice, )i that ovn wholelotof othert vell. Howard.  squarelytoJohn Howard.




