Greens take
moral high
road — and
finish last

PETER
L]
wo days out {rom the Higgins
byelection Malcolm Macker-
ras, Australia’s leading
psephologist, predicted a
Greens victory. Mackerras ot onty
knew the result, he knew the reason
forit, forecasting the Liberal candid-
ate would be defeated because of the
“arrpgance” of the resigning MP and
the elevation of Tony Abbott,

When the polt was declared on
Mandday, the Liberal vote had infact
increased. Mackerrashasmoved on
to other predictions. But the forecast
excited the Greensleader, Bob Brown,
enough for him to make awhistlestop
tour before the ballot, hoping to asso-
ciate himself with the victory. He
appeared in the Melbourne suburbs
tofell the mediaabout the concerns
oflocal voters. Surprisingly, they were
all his petpolicy projects.

ITwaswith the Liberal candidate,
Kelly O'Dwyer, thatday. The press
smelledarat, “Haven't voubeen
forced into the electorate to counter
Bob Brown?” one journalistasked me.
I'pointed to my former oflice nearby,
explained I had lived in the area for
20 yearsand thatwe were inmy local
shopping centre. “tdon'tiravel here, !
have to rravel to getout of here,”
replied. Itwas clear the media
momentim was on the side of Brown.

{tis hard 1o think of circumnstances
moere prapitious for the Greens:a

sympathetic press, no Labor eandid-
ate, aLiberalleadership spill, parlia-
mentarydebateon the emissions
tradinglegislation and the media
focuson Copenhagen. And Abbott, as
new Liberal leader, didntget time for
avisit. St the Greensflulfed i,

This did notstop Brown declaringa
great trimnph. Asusual, there has
been litde critical appraisal ofhis per-
formance. So what went wrong?

In contrasito the Liberal candidate,
who was outstanding, the Greens
chose abad candidate. Their central
command overrode local supporters
to impose someone who lived in Can-
berra. Most people thinkan MP
should represent locais to Canberra,
The Greenshad heideathey could
represent Canberra back tothe locals.
Andwhatareprescntative. When i
comesto alarmismy, Clive Hamiltonis
almost withoutpeer,

These days hepreaches destruction
from climate change. 1n 2000 Hamil-
ton forecast the GSTwould kill people
onthercads—65 ayear—because it
would lead toincreased motor vehicle
use and poliution, Thatineans the
GST has caused well over 500 deaths
by now, whichis sothinglike thebody
count Hamilton s forecasting from
slobal warming. Butitisstilladecent
set of fatalities he canlay at the feet of
the Liberal Party.

secondly, sowme Labor voters — par-
ticularly amonglower-inceme
pariers - wilk not vote for the Greens.
To maximise their joint position, the
Greensand Labor need to runthree-
cornered contests, like the Liberals
and Nattonals do in regional elector-
ates. The Liberal campaign was
assisted mightily by Labor's decision

nottorun,

Thirdly, the Greens haveto scale
down thesanctimony. They thrive on
amessage of impending doom. These
days the cataclysm is global warming,
Previously itwas logging, ornuciear
annihilation. Only by repentance and
obedience to their doctrine can we
escapethe wrath 1o come,

Buteducated peeple are a iittle less
credulous thanthat. Thevknowin
political policy, outcomes rarely
match the promises, particuiarly the
overhlown promises of zealous activ-
ists, They know that moral absolutists
rarely deliver what they proinise.

The Greens have a moral superior-
ity complex. in their mind they are not
only right but virtuous, which makes
their opponents notonly wrong but
immoral, Thisis why Hamilton has
compared climate sceptics with Holo-
caust denters~if you disagree with his
policies you are comphicit i, or cover-
ing, up mass murder. Robert Manne,
who launched the campaign for
Hamilion, putitthisway: "If the
Greenscanachieve a breakthroughin
the byelections ... {this] mightcome
to beseenasaturningpointinthe
moral history of this country.”

Tn Melbourne on December 5 elect-
ors could have turned to good from
evil, 1o Green from Liberal, Instead, by
voling Liberal out of concern for thelr
childrenseducation, orforthe lack of
aged care, or for thelrjob or business,
they demoustrated moeral inferiority,

Oneday it might dawn on Brown,
Manne and Hamilron that votersde
notlike moral condescension, Sancii-
mony can make youfeel good, but it
rarely appeals to those listening,




