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namoment of defiance the
nightbefore Lielost hisjob,
Kevin Rudd declared: “Iwas
elected by the people of
Australiato doajob. [wasnot
clected by the factional leaders of the
Labor Party.” It was hislast spectac-
ular misjudgment as prime ninisler.

Thenext morningdemonstrated
the truth.'T'he faclional leaders look
his office away. e didn’teven coniest
it. Since then journalists have had
sharten, Conroy, Arbib, Feeneyand
Colining up todemand credit for
their nice piece ofhandiwork.

We talk of the “"Rudd government”
or the “Howard government™ asif the
public votes directly fora particular
prime minister. In truith they vote fora
political party represenzted by alocal
member. MPs decide whowill be their
leader and therefore prime minister.
In the case ofLabor, the factional

leaders decide on behallof MPs.
Kevin Budd wasinstalled a year
before the last election. Labor straleg-
ists wanted o avoid a contest between
Liberal and Labor, between the Coali-
tion’s record and Labor's, betiveen the
Coalition teaim and Labot's. They mar-
keted a product called Kevin '07 (new
leadership, fresh ideas) against an age-
ing Howard. Rudd was preferred prime
minister. Hestill was (his vear. Bul
Kevin '07 had outlived its usetulness.
Aleadershipswiteh belorean elec-
ion is now standard Labor practice. In
Queensland it was (o Anna Bligh
(successful), NS to Morris lennna
(successful), Victoria to Johm Brumby
(waitand see), Tasimania to David Bart-
lett (successful), Western Australia to
Alan Carpenter (unsuiccessful) and the
NorthernTerritory to Panl Henderson
(successiul). The Gillard switch was not
donc endively behind closed doorsas
was mostly the case alstaic level, Butin
the erxd Rudd went quietly.
Aleadership switch gives a govern-
ment the chance to buryits mistakes.
Inthis case the ideais not just to bury
the mistakes of Rudd - the mining tax,
theinsulalion batts, the blowoul in
thedeflicit=but tobury Rudd himsell,
[1is extraordinary thal having been
theteader, havingannounced he s
standinglorre-election, having asked
foraposition, Rudd is now refused an
appointment to Labor's frontbench.
HeisnotinLabor's top 20.
Itillustrates how touchy the current
cabinetisabout therecord of thelast
two years. Weknow Gillard and
Wavne Swan supported the resource
super profils tax, thewasieful
spendingon insulation batts and
schoolhalls, and softening border
protection. But they are so keen to
distance themselves, they have
{oaded all the policiesinto Rudd’s

So the PM has dropped
the resource tax. Now
she will stop the boats.

basketand buried him with then.

Anykeen readerofweckend papers
would have noliced how many stories
therewere lo the effeet Rudd wasaone-
man band. Kevin"07 is Kevin 0'verota
loner who consulied no oneand
listened o noone. Unless heis made
solely to blame, there will be collective
responsibility shared around to people
who donotwanito be accountable.

So the Prime Minister has dropped the
resotirce tax, Now she will stop the boats.
Lastfinancial year we had arecord
number of unauthorised boat arrivals
(5600) sothereis a problem. Burwho was
responsible? 1tishard to blame the
previous government because Labor
says itwas looharsh on unauthorised
arrivals. It cannot be the fault of the
currenl himmigralion Minister hecatise
heis still in his post. No fault canbe
ascribed (o 1he Deputy Prime Minister—
then orniow. Soit must have been...
Kevin Rudd. Itis obviouswhy Rudd
cannot be brought back into cabinet.

When the public first saw Rudd they
liked liiin. Hewas not Howard sohe
could freshen upand modernise things
without being too radical. After three
vears they realised it was not enough
that Rudd was nol somweone olse; he
had 10 be someone himselfwilh views,
commitmentsand values, The public
Leganto waorry about what they were.

Nowwe are Llold Gillard is not Rudd.
Although she stood shoulder 1o
shoulderwith him, she dislikes the
mining tax, nnauthorised boal arrivals,
etc, Shewill get a grace period. Butshe
has a past and itwill catch up-espe-
cialivthe schoolsspending. She too has
ashelflife. She must gei to an election
before it expires. Mistakes can caich up
very suddenly. Just ask Kevin Rudd.
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