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The vierru from the [ast
has a very different hue

tr l'r:llruarV I raiscrl coltc('nls
alrortl tlrt: lrroposal lrv Ilio lirrt<r
1o st'll a :10 l)('r ('('nl stakt' irr ils
l)illlara irotr ort'rrrincs lo llrt.
(lliirrt.st' slal()-o\vn('(l ('olnl)ar)y

(llrirralco. I rrrgtrrl tlrt' lrcasrrrr:r, Wavrrt.
Srvarr, to look at it r:arcl'rrllv rrrr<lrrr tltc
lirrt'igrr invostnlont larv llral Irrsrrrl l<r

asst'ss Slrt'll's llrollosal lo tak(.ovr.r tlrc
gas pro<luct.r \\trorlsirlc in 2(X)1.

;\t llral tinrc rrrost ol llrc lrrrsirrt'ss arrri
ct'onorrric n'rilr:rs srrpporlt'rl tlrtr
(.lrirralco rlr.al orr llro grorrnrls tlrat Ilio
nr't'<lt'<l nronc\: atttl i\Lrslralia rrclrlt'rl
(llrint'sr: lirrr.iglr irrvt:slnrcrrl. orrc ;\sia
spt'r:ialisl, I)roli'ssor I)t'lr:r l)rt,srlalt: ol'
tI rt' r\rrsl ral iarr NaIiorral IJn ivt:rsilt, rvlr<r
srrpirorlt'rl (llr irralco's birl, rlcst'rilrt'rl rrrv
r:ril icisnr as "grtrlrby".

It's OK - n'lrt'tlrtrr it is lnrr: or not - lo
rlcsr:rilrc :rn ;\rrslraliarr polilir:iarr as
grulrlrr'. llttl n'ltctt tltt'rrrarragt'r ol llio's
irorr onr rrtrgolialiorrs, llrt' ;\uslraliarr
Slt'rrr Ilrr, r"as arrrrstcrl irr Slrarrglrai rro
o ll() tn-as strggt'st i rr g I I rt: (,lr i rrt'st' lt'arl cr-
slrip rvas "grtrlrlr1". \'orr rlorr't talk likc
tlral irr (llrirra. l)illi.rr:rrl rrrlt's applt.
I;r't'tt lrt'rt:, (lltirrt'st' spt'cialists rvill lrt'
cart'lirl trol lo lalk likc tlrat.

Arrrl llris is tlrt'rrrrlr ol tlrc issLrc. Ilrrsi-
rrr.ss irr (llrina is rrot corrrlrrclt:<i likt'it is
irr a \\t'slr'rtt rlt'nrocrar'\.

I lrr lras lrcr.n arrt:slt:<l arrri lrclrl sirrr:t'
Jtrlv 5 lir r allt'gt'<l lv stcal i n g sta t() s()crc ts.
\'Vt: rlorr'l krrorv tIrt'rlclails ol tIrt'r:lrargcs
or llrc t'r'irlcrr<:r: aliairrsl lrirrr.

ll tlris liad lrappcrrt:rl irr Arrstralia, lrr'
ttr.rtv lltt'rt'tlotrlrl lravr: lttrt'rr a Irai] lrcar-
irrg. Al llral lrt'arirrg, ltr:lirrc arr irr<lcltcrr-
tlt'til tttagistratt:, tlrc t:lrargcs n'orrltl
Iravc lrct'rr prt,st:nlcrl arrrl atr orrllirrc ol'
llrr: castr givcrr. I l l lu rvas llrotrglrl lo lrc
a l'liglrt risk, ltis l)assl)ort rvorrlrl lravc
lrt:r'n srrrrcn<lt.rc<l artrl lrc it'<trrlrl rrorv llt'
otrl orr lrail.

lrr (llrirra lrt'r'orilirrrrcs lo sil irr tltr:
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Statc St'crrritt l )r'tt'rrIiott (.()rrtrc.
Stt'al irrg sla It' s('('r('ls is tt()l a t'otrr rrrorr

crirrrc in Arrslraliir, anrl il is ('(,rlainlv not
a crirrrt' lr> oblairr irrlirrnratiorr allorrt
Vour ('uslorncrs irrrrl Itou' Ilrt'r' rrriglr t ap-
proaclr a conrrrrt'rcial rrcgoIiatiorr. Il torr
rlo oblirirr sttr:lr itrlirrtttaliotr, il r:arrrrol
llt'a slatc st't'rcl ltr'r'atts('{ {)n)l)iuti('s ilrr'
prirralt'lv on'r'rctl.

Irr (llrina, illrt'rt' llrt' slill(' owns so
nlanv corlrl)arrics, corrrr)rt'rcial ittlilr-
rrratiorr lrt'corrrt:s ii slal(' sc('r('1, \11)i('ll
trrlls vorr llrat llrcsc arc nol ('orl)oraliorrs
irr tIrc ivat'rvc rrrrtlt'rstarrtl tIrt'rrr,

SLrpporlt'rs ol' llrt' (.ltinirlr:o llroposal
argut:rl (llrinalr:o rvas jLrsl likt'arrv otlrr:r
c<lrprlraliott. I Ion't'vlr, (lltirtalr:o n'us
cv('n nlo r(' j n I r. rlrvi n crl rvil I r t lrtr ( ll r irrcst'
( i()rr ('Tnrr('il1 llrirrr Ollrt'r r'oilrl)iilri('s, ir\
ils clrairrnarr \\'as an allt'rrralt' rrrcrrrllt'r
ol tlrr' (.t:rrlral (brnrrrittt'r' ol llrt: (lorn-
nrunisl Parl\'.

\Vt. slrorrl rl rcrrt'rrrlrcr t lral tlrc r\usl ra-
liatt (lovt'rnttturrl rlitl ttol rtrlt'tlral tltt.
(llrirralco liiti rlas ('or)lrarV lo orlr nal-
iorral irrlt,rt'sl. ll rrt'r'cr cxllrt'sst'r'l a i it'n
alrorrt tlrt' applicirtiorr.

llio prrllrrl orrlol llrt'proposal rrrrrlt'r
l)r('ssrrr(' lronr ils slrart'lrolrjcrs. ;\s it
Irrn)s oul it corrl<l raistr rrrorrt:\ t'lsr'-
rvlit'rt:, an<1 il rt'<'ogrrisi'rl llrcrt' rvas
nrorr: Irt'nclil lrorrr arr associalion n'itlr
llrtr ;\rrstraliarr prorlrrccr Illll) tlrarr
(llrirtalco lrr associaliorr it lrarl prt'-
viotrsly sllri rrrt.rl.

'l lrc (l0vt'rtrnl('nl was rt'licVr'<l Ol a

Irarrl rlt.cisiorr arrrl rro rioulrt lrn:allrcd a

siglr ol rtrlitrl'. ln rrrV l'icrv tlrc orrtcoltrt'
tl'as in Arrsl ralia's rraliottal inlcr('sl.

llut il is Iair lo say llrr: (.lrirrtrst' (ior,-
('nunonl \\'as nol lrappv n'itlr Itio.

| <:an say tlrat r.vlrcn Slrt'll'sapplicaIiorr
lirr \Voorlsicli: rvas ntlcri orrl, tlrr,r'orl-
l)ariv was rrol lrappt cillrt'r. ll rrrav lravt'
lakt'tt sornrr ('oulrl('rvitiling acliorr itr
lirrt'igrr t'xclratrgt' nrarkt:ls. llrrl tltt'rtr
\r'as rl('\'('r arrt'risk tlral llrt'llrilislr or
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l)rr l c lr go\'('nl nl0 n l rr, o rrl rl l ir kt'
cor r rr ttrn ail i rr g acl io rr a gai rr sl \\iroclsi rit'
or its t.rrrploYct's.

I Ias llrr: (.ltirrcst' (iott'rtrtrtctrt rlt'-
cirit,rl lo n'sporrrl lrt'r'arrsr' Ilrr' <'orrrpirrr\'
il on'rrs- (.lrirtalr:o n'as sprtrrrt'rl IrV Ilio
'[ 

irr to'i
\Vr: rio trol krrotv. i\trrl tlrcrt'is nol

rrrrrclr prospr:('l \r(' c\,('r n'ill. In orrr
collnlry ir rritrislt'r u'oulrl lrt'grillt'rl irr
an o l)('n 1l rcss r:olr li' ri'n ('(' o\ (' r t I r is, n'i t lr

lrostilc jorrrrralisls looking Ior arr\
skcrrick ol ir conlrcctiort. llral tlot's trol
Irappr,rr irr (,lrirra - arrollrt.r ?tsl)cct llral
slrotrs tlrirl tlrr' (.lrint'st' \\ 5l ('nr is rlrril t'
tlilli'ru'rrl lo orlr o\\'n.

\ittt r' Iltt is notr in (l('l('nli()r), soni('-
orrt' t'lst' rvill Iravt' lo lcacl llio's
n('!{otialions rr,'illr tlrt' (.lrjnt'sc slt'r'l
rrrills. Mr grrt:ss is Il)al llr('\'rvill nol llrrslr
rrcgotialiorrs as strt'rrtrorrsly as IIrr.

lrr (llriria \orr clo Irrrsirrcss rvillr slalt'-
orvrrt:rl t:ritrrrlrrist:s strlljt:r:l lo polilir:al
<:onlr<ll irr a courrtrv llral rlot:s rrot lolt'r-
alr'llolilir:al opposiliorr, or a r:rilicirl
l)t'r'rs. | 111' (.ltittt sl lt'glrl s\slt'lt is tttrt
i rrrl t'llcttrit: tr t l roltr gol,t'rtrt rtt' tr l.

(llrirra lras rrrarlt' grt'at slrirlcs irr llrr'
rli rt:r:tiott ol l iIrt'ral isi rrg i I s t'r'orto trrV Lrrt l

tlrc process is still in trausitior. It is irr
tlrt' glollal conrrnrrrrilv's illl('r('st lo ('n-
corlrago llrt' proccss lo conI inu('.

llrrt il is also irrcrrrrrllcnl on orrr o\\'n
Icarlt'rs lrl rt'tnt'tttlrt:r tlttr rlilli'rt'ttct's
rvlrt'n t'orisirlt'ring ;\trstralia's n:rliorrirl
l il l ('r('sl.

Itr st'trsiliir' Iorr'igtr itr\r'sllrt'trl
rlccisiorts, il's tvorllt rcrncttrlrt'rirrg llral
(llr irrt'sc slal('-own()(l lrr lt'rprisr,s rlo rroI
{)l){'rirl('itt llr{' srrttrr'\\ir\ ir\ ()ltr prir;rlr'
corporaliorrs. ll's a laclor lo lakt'irrlo
a('('ou n l .

Peter Costello, a former federal treasurer, is the
Liberal member for Higgins.


